
 
 
 
 
 

Noxious Weed Committee Report 2013 
 
Attendees: 
Dave Cruickshank, YSWCD Director 
Vern Holm, Western Invasives Network 
Kim Hudnall, USDA-NRCS 
Nicole Anderson, OSU Extension 
Larry Ojua, YSWCD 
Michael Crabtree, YSWCD 
Marie Vicksta, YSWCD 
James Riedman, YSWCD 
 
Our annual noxious weed meeting was held June 5th 2013 at the Yamhill SWCD office from 10-12.  The 
meeting notice was emailed to partners.  After brief introductions the group discussed current projects 
and activities related to noxious weeds. 
 
Update on Noxious Weed Projects & Activities 
Knotweed –Mike 
Mike talked about the continued county wide knotweed spraying that is funded with an Oregon State 
Weed Board grant on 12-15 sites throughout the county.  The spraying usually occurs in August or 
September and we’ve had moderate success with Milestone VM+ and are looking to try a mix of Garlon 
3A and Milestone VM+.  Mike said that Habitat, which is commonly used for knotweed with success, has 
not been effective.  The last time the District surveyed for knotweed was in 2007 and Mike would like to 
organize another river survey this year or next year.  We will continue this program until the money 
from the grant is spent and then re-evaluate the options to continue with the program. 
 
Spurge Laurel – Mike 
Mike applied and was awarded an Oregon State Weed Board grant to continue the work on Spurge 
Laurel on multiple upland property sites around Erratic Rock State Park.  A 300 acre area was sprayed in 
March and hand pulling and scouting will probably occur in the fall after leaves have fallen from the 
trees.  Mike has been using a mix of Garlon 4 with Milestone VM + with good success. 
 
Northwest Oregon Invasive Species Management Partnership/What’s New - Vern 
Vern told us about ODOT field testing wet blades for mowers for use on roadsides and the District 
expressed interest in more information on the field tests.  He also updated the group on the Tillamook 
high school field tests using Western Hemlock tea from the duff to change the chemistry of the soil and 
therefore kill knotweed.  He said there had been some problems, but they are still testing the tea for use 
in the field. Vern also informed the group that there is work being done on a biocontrol for knotweed 
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and that the researchers working on it are preparing to field test the control to see if it can be viable in 
the wild.  Vern asked the District about the status of the False Broom on the Trappist Abbey.  Mike said 
with the oak thinning that has been done in the last few years much of the floor is exposed and it will be 
interesting to see the response.  Vern updated us on ODA’s weed program and notified us that they will 
be losing 3 positions, which will mostly affect the east side.  It seems that OWEB will be taking more 
administrative responsibility for the weed grants, while still working closely with ODA on the evaluation 
of the grants.  OSU weed science staff funding is stable and ODF has added a new researcher on staff for 
invasives.   
 
Ideas for Outreach Activities 
The partners discussed some of the outreach activities they have seen in neighboring counties to see if 
there were any ideas that would be suitable for Yamhill County.  We discussed Washington and Hood 
River County’s Weed Watcher class as an idea.  Vern emphasized for these classes that it is important to 
have a common purpose and goal in order to keep people engaged.  Nicole suggested tapping into the 
Master Gardener network to use for outreach opportunities.  Vern also mentioned that Washington 
County had great success advertising an “ask an expert” weed booth at farmer’s markets.  He also said 
there have been efforts in a number of counties have regular newsletter articles that they submit to 
local papers with some success.   
 
The group quickly discussed the District’s policy of not consulting on herbicide use for any weed.  Nicole 
suggested using the OSU PNW weed handbook as a resource tool that we can give the public that will 
have chemical recommendations.  Marie also said the trifold brochures in the lobby have 
recommendations on chemicals and timing. 
 
Vern briefly discussed HB3358 and how there is now a mechanism to fund weed districts in the next 
biennium, although there has not been any money allocated in the next budget.  He explained that only 
Marion County has a weed district, although several other conservation districts aligning themselves to 
become weed districts to be ready for the time when money is allocated for funding them in the state 
budget.  Larry expressed interest in seeing what the scope of work looks like for the Marion County 
Weed District.   
 
The group talked about what the District program should focus on in the future and four things were 
identified: education and outreach, increased project load, broader and more frequent inventory and an 
EDRR program.  This led into a discussion on possible grant opportunities because this is a major limiting 
factor for district weed work.  OSWB grants and possibly OWEB were listed as potential sources. 
 
Additions/Deletions to the Noxious Weed List – Group 
Nicole updated the group on small broomrape in the county and said they were set to do field trials this 
year, but the areas that they knew had been affected didn’t have a problem this year.  She suspects it 
has something to do with the hot, dry weather in late April.  Currently there have been no reports this 
year.   
 



Vern mentioned that ODA would like to be notified if we see galls on scotch broom which would be 
caused by the scotch broom gall mite biocontrol. 
 
Nicole updated the group that OSU is now recommending that tansy ragwort be sprayed in field 
settings.  The reasoning is that there are enough unmanaged populations that there should still be 
ragwort on the landscape to sustain the biocontrols.   
 
The group decided adding Yellow Flag Iris as a B weed and Yellow Archangel and Lesser Celandine as 
weeds to watch to the County list. 
 



 
 
 
 

Yamhill County Noxious Weed List    
 

Yamhill County Priority Noxious Weed List For 2013 / 2014 Fiscal Year. 
 
Common Name 

 
Scientific Name 

ODA Noxious Weed 
Classification 

List/Add 
Date 

County “A” List     High Priority For Control 
Italian Thistle 
Meadow Knapweed 
Japanese Knotweed 
False Brome 
Spurge Laurel 
Purple Loosestrife 
Small Broomrape - Agric 

Carduus pycnocephalus 
Centaurea pratensis 
Polygonum cuspidatum 
Brachypodium sylvaticum 
Daphne laureola 
Lythrum salicaria 
Orobanche minor 

B 
B,T 
B 
B 
B 
B 
B 

1-29-90 
8-13-90 
5/28/02 
4/9/03 
5/2/01 
2-26-91 
5/28/02 
 

County “B”  List       Important To Control 
Milk Thistle  
Canada Thistle 
Tansy Ragwort 
Scotch Broom 
Field Bindweed  - Agric. 
Large Crabgrass  - Agric. 
Blackgrass  - Agric. 
Velvetleaf  - Agric. 
Field Dodder  - Agric. 
Himalayan Blackberry 
Reed Canary Grass 
English Ivy 
Italian Arum  
Yellow Flag Iris 

Silyburm marianum 
Cirsium arvense 
Senecio jacobaea 
Cytisus scoparius 
Convolvulus arvensis 
Digitaria sanguinalis 
Alopecurus myosuroides 
Abutilon theophrasti 
Cuscuta pentagona 
Rubus discolor 
Phalaris arundinacea & aquatica 
Hedera helix 
Arum italicum 
Iris pseudacorus 
 

B 
B 

B, T 
B 
B 

Not on list 
Not on list 

B 
Not on list 

B 
Not on list 

B 
Not on list 

B 

11-13-89 
11-13-89 
11-13-89 
11-13-89 
2-26-91 
2-26-91 
3-26-97 
3-26-97 
3-26-97 
5/23/00 
5/23/00 
5/02/01 
5/27/04 
 

County “T”  List       Watch For These Species 
Bamboo Multiple None 5/2009 
Gorse Ulex europaeus B, T 1-29-90 
Giant Hogweed Heracleum mantegazzianum A,T 5-27-04 
Garlic Mustard Alliaria petiolata B 5-23-06 
Yellow Archangel Lamiasturm galeobdolon B  
Lesser celandine Ranunculus ficaria B  
 
Yamhill SWCD Definitions:    
“A” List Weeds - a weed of known economic importance which occurs in the county in small enough infestations 
to make eradication/ containment possible; or is not yet known to occur, but its presence in neighboring areas makes 
future occurrence in the county seem imminent. 
“B” List Weeds - a weed of economic importance which is regionally abundant, and needs to be controlled where 
found. 
 “T” List Weeds - a priority noxious weed designated by the Oregon State Weed Board as a target weed species on 
which the Department of Agriculture will implement a statewide management plan.   This Category is WATCH 
ONLY for Yamhill County. 
 
Agric. -  Denotes weed as primarily a problem for agricultural production. 
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